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Irrigated agriculture farms facts and figures
In 2020-21, 5,400 farm businesses irrigated in Victoria,

accounting for 25 per cent of Victoria’s 21,600 farm businesses.

There were 20,700 irrigating farm businesses in Australia,
with Victoria accounting for 26 per cent of these farms.

The total area irrigated in Victoria was 490,000 hectares

or four per cent of Victoria’s total farming area of 11.4 million
hectares. Victoria accounts for 25 per cent of Australia’s
irrigated farming area (1.9 million hectares), second

to New South Wales (NSW) (34%).

Most of the Victorian irrigating farm businesses are
in Goulburn Broken (25%), North Central (20%), and
Mallee (1%) Natural Resource Management (NRM) regions.

Irrigation on Victorian farms

« Irrigated agricultural land: In 2020-21, 490,000 hectares
of crops and pastures were irrigated, comprising 234,000
hectares of pastures and cereals used for grazing, 85,000
hectares of pastures and cereals used for hay and silage,
57,000 hectares of fruit and nuts, 47,000 hectares of cereal
crops (excluding rice), 27,000 hectares of grapevines,
22,000 hectares of vegetables, 15,000 hectares of other crops
and 4,000 hectares of nurseries and floriculture.

« Applied irrigation water: In 2020-21, 1.64 million megalitres
were applied for irrigation, comprising 908,000 megalitres
to pastures (55% of all water applied) and 735,000 megalitres
to crops (45% of all water applied). Of the water applied
to pastures, 675,000 megalitres were used for pastures
and cereals, and the balance (234,000 megalitres) was used
for pastures and cereals cut for hay and silage. Water applied
to crops was directed to fruit and nuts (398,000 megalitres),
grapevines (125,000 megalitres), cereals for grains (93,000),

vegetables (76,000 megalitres), other crops (30,000 megalitres)

and nurseries and floriculture (12,000).

Water sources: Victorian farms sourced a total of 1.7 million
megalitres of water in 2020-21 taken from various sources,
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including 1.1 million megalitres from irrigation channels

or pipelines, 320,000 megalitres from rivers, creeks or lakes,
218,000 megalitres of groundwater, 47,000 megalitres

from recycled or reused water from off-farm sources,
38,000 megalitres from on-farm dams or tanks, and

8,000 megalitres from town or reticulated mains supply.

What is the value of irrigated agriculture production?

Gross value of irrigated agriculture production

TOTAL GROSS
VALUE 2020-21

$18.9

M viC $5.24B 28%

M QLD $4.74B 25%
NSW $414B 22%

M SA $2.37B 13%
TAS $1.27B 7%

B Not Stated $1.03B 5%

H NT $012B 1%

In 2020-21, the total gross value of irrigated agricultural
production (GVIAP) in Victoria was $5.24 billion, an increase
of $70 million (1.4% on the previous year).

Irrigated production accounted for 30 per cent of Victoria’s total
gross value of agricultural production ($17.54 billion).

Victoria’s GVIAP was the highest of all states, accounting
for 28 per cent of Australia’s GVIAP of $18.9 billion.

The highest value of Victorian irrigated commodities were

fruit and nuts (excluding grapes) at $1.52 billion, dairy products
at $119 billion, vegetables at $717 million, and grapes at $539
million, accounting for 76 per cent of the total GVIAP for 2020-21.

By value, Mallee tops all the NRMs with a GVIAP of $1.29 billion,
followed by Goulburn Broken ($1.23 billion) and Port Phillip
and Western Port $761 million).

Irrigation on Victorian farms by Natural Resource Management (NRM) regions. 2020-21
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Data attribution: Sourced from publicly available data
published by the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) |

Agriculture Policy and Programs analysis. Data in this
snapshot are the latest available as of December 2022.
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