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PURPOSE: 

The purpose of this document is to provide guidance to the decontamination of vehicles and 
equipment to minimize risk of spread of avian influenza virus.  

VEHICLE DECONTAMINATION: 

PREPARATION:  
Drivers should be briefed on safety and biosecurity requirements, and wear PPE appropriately.  
Cleaning and disinfection should be conducted on a hard surface with drainage to a collection 
area if possible.  
All chemical labels, permits (in particular APVMA PER89609) and safety data sheets must be 
read prior to chemical use.  
Contact the manufacturer for guidance before attempting cleaning and disinfection of sensitive 
equipment.  
Vehicles should be positioned safely and stabilised e.g. apply brakes and wheel chocks.  
 

PERSONAL PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR DECONTAMINATION:  
1. Wet weather gear (top and bottom)  
2. sturdy gloves  
3. respiratory and eye protection as per safety data sheet  
4. goggles must be worn to protect eyes, and  
5. Hi-Viz vest.  

CLEANING VEHICLES AND RELATED EQUIPMENT:  
1. Remove detachable items or parts of the vehicle or equipment, for individual 
cleaning and disinfection.  
2. Dispose of disposable items such as tarps and cardboard containers.  
3. Remove excess gross materials (ideally away from the disinfection site) to a site 
where material can be removed for disposal.   
4. Use of a high-pressure hose will assist in removal of visible material.  
5. Detergent may be applied at a suitable concentration to aid with suspension of 
organic matter to allow easy removal from surfaces. Repeat applications may be 
required to remove soil and other material.  
6. Rinse thoroughly to remove detergent and all organic material.  
7. Ensure all surfaces are visibly clean before continuing to disinfection.  

DISIFECTION OF VEHICLES AND RELATED EQUIPMENT:  
External Surfaces:  

1. Start at top of the vehicle or equipment and work toward the ground.   
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2. Moving parts of vehicles or equipment e.g. wheels, tracks, tipper tray, buckets 
have to be moved during decontamination to access all areas including all surfaces of 
the tyres.  
3. Prepare disinfectant solution according to the label or APVMA PER89609. 
4. Apply disinfectant. Ensure ALL areas have been covered with disinfectant, 
including wheel washes, undercarriage, trays and tippers.  
5. Leave for appropriate contact time as per manufacturer’s instructions or as 
outlined in APVMA PER89609. This varies from 10 to 30 minutes depending on the 
disinfectant and the product used.   
6. Rinse disinfectant from the vehicle or equipment with clean water.   
7. Other techniques such as heat, or fumigation for tools, equipment and other things 
may be applied. Ensure exposure requirements are met as required by disease/pest 
guidelines. For example, internal of vehicle cartage areas that are not amenable to 
wet wash down may be fogged using portable fogger with a QUAT biguanide blend.  

Internal Surfaces:  
1. Vacuum all areas of the cab thoroughly to remove all visible soils. Dispose of 
these carefully as they may contain infectious particles.   
2.  Remove rubber mats and clean and disinfect as per external vehicle procedure.  
3. Protective covers on internal surfaces e.g. seat covers should be removed and 
disposed/cleaned. Dry thoroughly before refitting.   
4. Clean all hand and foot contact surfaces in vehicle (doors, steering wheel etc) 
using a suitable detergent (spray, wipe or sponge cloth) to ensure surfaces are visibly 
clean.   
5.  Then spray or wipe all surfaces with a suitable disinfectant (e.g. 70% alcohol or 
Glen 20), particularly hand and foot contact areas.   

  
RECORDS:  

1. Record chemical use and update inventory. 
2. Record vehicle and equipment decontamination details and movements.   
 

EQUIPMENT DECONTAMINATION  

1. All equipment/things taken onsite must be cleaned and disinfected prior to its 
removal from the property. If items cannot safely be disinfected, they should remain 
on the property.  
2. The appropriate procedure for cleaning and disinfection will be dependent on the 
nature of the equipment.  
3. Prepare disinfectant solution as per the manufacturers label or APVMA 
PER89609. 
3. Disinfectant needs to be left for an appropriate contact time before being rinsed off 
with water.   

• Small equipment such as tools, vaccination equipment should be cleaned 
of organic material, then wet with a disinfectant such as Virkon S (APVMA No. 
48185) solution. Ensure ALL areas have been covered with disinfectant. Leave 
for appropriate contact time, before rinsing off with water.  
• Electrical equipment should have visible dirt removed (dry clean) followed 
by application of an appropriate disinfection. Appropriate examples could 
include: a wipe down with Virkon S or 70% alcohol, or a light spray with Glen 
20 or similar. Disinfectant should be left on for an appropriate contact time (per 
manufacturers or permit instructions).   
• Some pieces of equipment may need to be dismantled to ensure all areas 
are cleaned and accessible to disinfection.  
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• Areas that are difficult to access may need to be disinfected by alternative 
methods such as fumigation or fogging.  
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APPENDIX: APVMA permit # 89609 -available here  APVMA Permit No. 89609

 

https://portal.apvma.gov.au/permits
https://portal.apvma.gov.au/permits
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