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PhD research fellowships

PhD research fellowships

Successful applicants must meet Australian 
University entry requirements for a Doctor 
of Philosophy degree.

For enquiries and to apply, please forward a 
covering letter, your curriculum vitae (please 
include evidence of research writing) and 
academic transcripts to:

Kendra Whiteman
Visitor and Student Coordinator
Agriculture Victoria 
kendra.whiteman@agriculture.vic.gov.au

Published:  June 2020

The successful candidates will receive:
• A $33,000 p.a. (tax-free) scholarship 

for up to three and a half years
• Professional development programs
• International travel  opportunities
• Access to state-of-the-art 

technologies

The PhD research fellowships are part of 
a  new Centre for Agricultural Innovation 
(CAI). The CAI is a joint initiative between 
The University of Melbourne and Agriculture 
Victoria. PhD research fellowships will be 
based at the following locations:

• Tatura Research Centre and SmartFarm 
Tatura, Victoria

• Mildura Research Centre and SmartFarm 
Irymple, Victoria

Apply today Part of the Smarter, Safer Farms program

Precision closed-loop irrigation in pear and 
nectarine (Tatura SmartFarm)
This PhD candidate will examine the effects of 
closed-loop irrigation on the eco-physiology, fruit 
quality and production performance in pear and 
nectarine. The PhD candidate will have access 
to a new state-of-the-art precision irrigation 
system within experimental orchards that relies 
on artificial intelligence to determine when and 
how much to irrigate.

Biotic and abiotic factors that trigger floral bud 
initiation in prominent almond varieties (Mildura 
SmartFarm)
This PhD candidate will develop a better 
understanding of the impact of biotic and abiotic 
factors on the physiological and molecular 
events leading to the initiation of floral primordia 
in almond spurs. The candidate will have access 
to the new Horizon 3 high density almond 
experimental orchard of the Mildura SmartFarm.

Quantify the potential for energy generation, 
sun protection benefits and microclimate 
effects In orchards
This PhD candidate will focus on quantifying the 
solar energy generation, light interception and 
sun protection benefits of strategically placed 
solar panels in Australian fruit orchards. The 
candidate will have access to Tatura SmartFarm 
Technologies, including digital tree and fruit 
quality measurements, light detection and 
ranging (LiDAR) and optical and multi-spectral 
and thermal imaging. This data provides new 
levels of analysis of the tree’s performance within 
modern orchard systems.


