APPLICATION FOR THE APPROVAL OF ELECTRONIC COLLAR SYSTEMS FOR USE ON CATTLE
IMPORTANT INFORMATION FOR APPLICANTS
Electronic collar systems for cattle
Under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Regulations 2019 (the Regulations), the use of electronic collar systems for cattle in Victoria is permitted using technologies that have been approved by the Minister for Agriculture (or delegate).
An electronic collar system means a product that is a system manufactured for use on cattle consisting of one or both of the following - a containment system, or a herding system.
Applying for approval of virtual fencing and/or herding technologies for cattle
Applicant information
Applications for approval to sell and use an electronic collar system on cattle must be made using this form.
The application form must be completed in full and signed by the applicant or, if the applicant is a body corporate, by a director or a person authorised by the body corporate to sign on its behalf.
Applicants must provide all the requested information for an application to be accepted and cannot direct the reviewer or decision maker to refer to previous applications for information. You will be notified if the information required is incomplete or further information is required.
All applicants should familiarise themselves with the requirements of the Regulations in relation to electronic collars when completing this form (refer to Part 2, Division 3 - in particular regulations 14, 23A-23L and 29).
Under the Regulations, the Minister (or delegate) has 60 days to make a decision from the date a completed application is received. You will be notified if further information is required to complete the application. If an extension of time is required for a decision, applicants will be notified in writing. Once a decision is made you will be notified in writing as soon as possible of the outcome of the decision.
The sale, hire, supply or use of electronic collar systems must not occur until an approval has been granted.
Approvals that are granted are valid for a period not exceeding 3 years or as stated in the approval.
Note: The size of each section in this form is not indicative of the amount of information required. Sections should be expanded by the applicant, where indicated, to provide the information required. If attachments are provided, please ensure you reference where the information can be found in attachments.
Application fee
The application must be accompanied by the prescribed fee of 387 fee units ($6505.47 in 2025-26). This fee is payable regardless of whether an approval is granted. Approvals can be granted for a period of up to 3 years from the date of approval. Please confirm application fee with Agriculture Victoria (contact email below).
Applicants to note that conditions may be imposed on an approval
The Minister (or delegate) may impose conditions on an approval to sell and use an electronic collar system on cattle. Applicants should refer to the Regulations for further information on the types of conditions that may be imposed and note that the keeping of records and provision of information to the Minister (or delegate) at specified intervals may be required.
Confidentiality
The information supplied within this document and associated attachments will be kept confidential and only accessible to necessary departmental staff. However, information may be shared with relevant expert parties under confidentiality agreements, to assist with the assessment and decision-making process only.
Where to send your completed form
Send the completed form and any supporting documentation to Agriculture Victoria at animal.welfare@agriculture.vic.gov.au
Privacy statement
The personal information on your completed application, and any approval that may be granted following the assessment of the application, will be stored and used by Animal Welfare Victoria (part of the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action) for the purposes of administering the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986 and the Regulations. Animal Welfare Victoria is committed to protecting personal information provided by you in accordance with the principles of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 (Vic). You have the right of access to this information by contacting Animal Welfare Victoria at the email or address mentioned on this application form. This information may be disclosed to another government organisation or the Inspectorate of the Royal Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals, Victoria for the purpose of administering or enforcing the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986, the Domestic Animals Act 1994, the Wildlife Act 1975 or other relevant state, territory or Commonwealth legislation.



Applicant details
	Full name:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Position:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Company/Business (or other entity) name:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	ACN/ABN:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Postal address:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Telephone:
	Click or tap here to enter text.

	Email:
	Click or tap here to enter text.


Convictions question: To your knowledge, have you, or the company/business you are applying on behalf of, been convicted or found guilty of breaching the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986, the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Regulations 2019, or any equivalent legislation in Australia, in the last ten years?
☐  Yes   ☐  No  
If yes, provide details:
Click or tap here to enter text.


Type of electronic collar system for which approval is sought
a) Provide details including the name or brand of the electronic collar system for which approval is being sought. Include details such as device name, product numbers or other defining details. Please note: this information will inform the approval wording so it is important that it clearly defines the product.
Click or tap here to enter text.
b) Select the type of farming system the electronic collar system is designed for use in:
☐   Only beef farming systems
☐   Only dairy farming systems
☐   Both beef and dairy farming systems

c) Please list any other relevant matters relating the type of system the electronic collar system is designed for use.
Click or tap here to enter text. 
d) Indicate the minimum age and/or weight of an animal that the electronic collar system is designed for use on. Include any restrictions on the type of cattle the system should not be used on.
Click or tap here to enter text.


Physical design and system safeguards
Please attach a copy of the product manual or other documentation and indicate where the information related to physical design and system safeguards can be found.
a. Describe and specify the physical dimensions of the electronic collar system (including the shape, size, weight and materials) or highlight where to find this information in the product manual. Include images or diagrams of the electronic collar system. If these are not included in the product manual, please attach separately.
Click or tap here to enter text.
b. Is the electrical component of the electronic collar encased or enclosed?
☐  Yes   ☐  No
Provide any relevant details
Click or tap here to enter text.
c. Detail the design and location of the physical break points on the electronic collar and the specifications of the break point in relation to animal age/weight. Detail any other physical features of the collar designed to limit risk of injury or harm to the animal. Explain how the breakpoint and other safeguards work to limit risk of injury or harm to animals.
Click or tap here to enter text.
d. Describe the types of system safety settings in place to minimise risks to animal welfare associated with use of the system and prevent potential misuse of the electronic collar system. Detail the specifications of these settings and how they protect the welfare of the animal wearing the collar. Example: emergency settings, lock settings, cut-off settings.
Click or tap here to enter text.
e. Does the electronic collar system allow the user to directly administer a non-aversive cue or electric shock to an animal?
☐  Yes    ☐  No

If yes, please provide relevant details below:
Click or tap here to enter text.
f. Does the electronic collar system have remote deactivation capabilities or a failsafe mechanism in the case of system failure or malfunction?
☐  Yes    ☐  No
If yes, please provide relevant details below:
Click or tap here to enter text.
g. Does the virtual system have a standby/deactivation sequence?
☐  Yes    ☐  No
If yes, please describe both this sequence and the reactivation process including time limits, system and physical requirements.
Click or tap here to enter text.


Electric (aversive) cue
Please attach supporting material demonstrating compliance of the proposed electronic collar system with any prescribed electric shock characteristics (refer to Government Gazette or website for details). Example: product manual, manufacturer’s instructions, scientific literature, research data and/or any other.
h. What is the maximum electric shock level in joules? Please detail if the electric shock cues are static or variable in level. If applicable, what is the range of electric shock level that can be emitted by the electronic collar system? 
Click or tap here to enter text.
Note: If you wish to seek approval for a level other than the maximum set out in the Government Gazette contact Agriculture Victoria (animal.welfare@agriculture.vic.gov.au) prior to submitting the application.
i. What is the maximum duration of each electric shock? Provide details if the duration is variable on the range and dependencies for how the duration is determined.
Click or tap here to enter text.
j. What is the minimum duration between each electric shock and/or set of electric shocks?
Click or tap here to enter text.
k. What is the maximum consecutive number of electric shocks (or micro-pulses) that can be delivered to an animal: 
i.  within a 24-hour period 
ii.  before the system will cut off and send an alert?
Please include information on the characteristics of the pulse chain or cadence including consecutive stimuli.
Click or tap here to enter text.
l. Explain how the level, frequency and duration of the electric shock was deemed acceptable for use on cattle. 
Please include relevant scientific literature and/or research data on which this assessment is based.
Click or tap here to enter text.
m. Provide any other details or specifications of the electric cue, and how it is delivered, relevant to demonstrating that the level, duration and frequency of the shock is the minimum necessary to achieve movement or confinement.
Click or tap here to enter text.
n. Provide any other relevant detail relating to the electric shock cue that is delivered by the collar (if any).
Click or tap here to enter text.


Non-aversive cues
o. Does the electronic collar system employ a non-aversive cue that precedes an electric shock?
☐  Yes    ☐  No
p. Describe and characterise the type or types of non-aversive cue (such as audio or vibrational) emitted by the system including intervals between stimuli.
Click or tap here to enter text.
q. What is the frequency and/or duration of each non-aversive cue emitted by the system before an electric shock is delivered?
Click or tap here to enter text.
r. Explain how the level, frequency and duration of the non-aversive stimulus was determined to be acceptable for use on cattle and does not have a negative effect on welfare. What scientific literature and/or research data are the figures provided above based on?
Click or tap here to enter text.
s. Is there a maximum consecutive number of non-aversive cues that can be delivered to an animal: 
· within a 24-hour period
· before the system will automatically cut off.
Click or tap here to enter text.
t. Explain how the system enables animals to learn and respond appropriately to the non-aversive cue.
Click or tap here to enter text.  
u. What is the anticipated response to a non-aversive cue?
Click or tap here to enter text.  
v. When does the virtual system give an animal a non-aversive cue?
Click or tap here to enter text.  
w. What is the interval between non-aversive and aversive cue? Is it static or variable?
Click or tap here to enter text.  

Monitoring and data collection
x. What data is the electronic collar system capable of collecting data relating to the system’s function? Check the box if applicable.
☐   Location of the animal
☐   Time, number and, if variable, level of electric shocks emitted by the electronic collar system (including the average level of electric shocks) at the individual animal level
☐   Time, number of non-aversive cues emitted by the electronic collar system at the individual animal level
☐   Total number of boundary breaches at individual and herd level
☐   Time and number of instances the cut-off settings have been activated at an individual level
☐   Immobile animal
y. Provide details on any other data that the electronic collar system can collect.
Click or tap here to enter text.  
z. Specify for how long the data is retained.
Click or tap here to enter text.  
aa. Who is the owner of the data? Please list all relevant roles/custodians
Click or tap here to enter text.   
ab. What alerts is the electronic collar system capable of issuing about the animal? Please provide a list of all alerts the system will provide and indicate if any alerts are additional to a standard system.
Click or tap here to enter text.  
ac. What alerts is the system capable of issuing about the operation of the system or technology? Please provide a list of all alerts the system will provide and indicate if any alerts are additional to a standard system.
Click or tap here to enter text.  
ad. Detail any other alerts that the device is programmed or capable of issuing.
Click or tap here to enter text.  
ae. Explain how alerts are issued to users
Click or tap here to enter text.
Animal training and assessment
a) Please provide below or attach details of the training program conducted to acclimatise animals to the system and the required response rate for deployment on farm.
Click or tap here to enter text.
e) Explain how the electronic collar system enables animals to learn and respond appropriately to any stimulus delivered by the collar.
Click or tap here to enter text.
b) What is the process of acclimatisation and training?
Click or tap here to enter text.  
c) Please provide a step by step description or indicate where in the technical documentation, user manual or user training program the information is provided.
Click or tap here to enter text.  
d) What is the minimum time required for animals to learn your system?
Click or tap here to enter text.  
e) What is your process for animals that do not learn the system?
Click or tap here to enter text.


User training, competency and support
Please attach details of the specified training program provided to users of the electronic collar system. Example: highlight the relevant sections of the manufacturer’s instructions and/or attach the training program.
af. Describe your training program including an explanation of the units of information covered. Please include information on the assessment of competence and the training records that are created and retained.
Click or tap here to enter text.  
ag. Provide details of other components of the training relating to identification and management of welfare risks associated with the system.
Click or tap here to enter text.  
ah. Qualifications of trainer(s) or training provider
Click or tap here to enter text.  
ai. Training program duration
Click or tap here to enter text. 
aj. Training delivery method (online / in-person / hybrid)
Click or tap here to enter text.
ak. Do you provide refresher training?
☐  Yes    ☐   No
If yes, describe the key contents of any refresher training below:
Click or tap here to enter text.
al. Do you provide ongoing user support?
☐  Yes   ☐  No 
If yes, describe what that includes, how competence is assessed and what records are kept regarding the training.
Click or tap here to enter text. 
Declaration
☐   I understand this application is related only to cattle and that any system that may be approved subject to this application must only be sold or used for that purpose.
☐   I declare that the above information is true and correct to the best of my knowledge.
☐  I declare that I have not/the company has not been found guilty nor convicted of any offence under the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Act 1986, Prevention of Cruelty to Animals Regulations 2019 or equivalent legislation in any other jurisdiction.
☐  I declare that I know of no reason why I/the company should not be considered to be fit and proper to provide a virtual fencing system within the State of Victoria
☐  I declare that I have the authority to provide this application on behalf of the applicant entity listed at section 1.
☐  I acknowledge that the information supplied within this document and associated attachments may be shared with relevant parties under confidentiality agreements, to assist with the assessment and decision making process only.
☐  I acknowledge the obligation to advise Agriculture Victoria if there is a significant change made or proposed to be made to the approved electronic collar system within 30 days.
☐  I acknowledge that there may be conditions placed on any approval including requirements to keep records or provide reports to the Minister
☐  I acknowledge that failure to comply with conditions of the Act, the Regulations or the approval could result in infringement notices, fines, court prosecution or revocation of approval.

Full name of applicant: Click or tap here to enter text.  	
Position in company: Click or tap here to enter text.  

Date: Click or tap here to enter text.  

 Payment
A prescribed application fee of $6,505.47* (387 fee units) must be paid for the application for an approval for an electronic collar system to be accepted. 
An invoice will be issued to you upon receipt of this application. The application will not be processed until payment is received. Please note, this fee is not refundable.
*The rate for fee units is indexed each financial year. This fee is current for 2025-26. The current value of fees is available at https://www.dtf.vic.gov.au/indexation-fees-and-penalties. Any change to the value of a fee unit will happen on 1 July each year. 
 Checklist for required documentation
☐  Product manual
☐  Images or diagrams of the components of the electronic collar system (may be included in product manual)
☐  Material demonstrating/proving the maximum shock level of the collar
☐  Relevant science or research to support information provided
☐  Evidence that the specified training program details the training provider, program duration, delivery method and program content.
☐   All fields completed.



Send the completed form and any supporting documentation to Agriculture Victoria at animal.welfare@agriculture.vic.gov.au
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