

Livestock Management Standards – A Systematic Risk Assessment

EXAMPLE – Land Transport Standards – Dairy Farmer


Please Note: This is not a complete assessment of the Standards. It simply gives examples for assessments of some of the individual standards. 

Date of Assessment: 2 / 10 / 2011       Name of person completing assessment: John Citizen 

Livestock activity: Dairy Farmer - sell cull cows and bobby calves. Do not carry own stock. Use commercial livestock carriers.             

(eg Commercial livestock carrier, Livestock producer (eg Cattle, Sheep, Goat, Pig, Poultry), Saleyard)
Prescribed livestock management Standard:  Land Transport Standards 

Systematic Risk Assessment Steps (keep a record of this assessment)
Step 1 - Does the prescribed Standards relate to my livestock business activity?  Yes  If yes, proceed to Step 2. If No, document above details of assessment to this step and keep a copy as a record.

Step 2 - Obtain and read a copy of the Standards document 

Step 3 – Carry out an assessment of each standard (document in the table), ie read the standard, decide if relevant to your livestock activity, list any risks to animal welfare and/or biosecurity, then detail the control measures to minimise the risk/s to animal welfare and/or biosecurity and to ensure compliance with the standard

	Standard 
	Relevant to my livestock activity? Yes / No
	Risks to animal welfare?

 (list any risks)
	Control measures to minimise animal welfare risk and to ensure compliance with the standard

	Responsibility & planning

SA 1.1  ‘exercise a duty of care to ensure the welfare of livestock under my control & comply with LTS
	Yes – responsible for assessment of stock as fit to load. 
	Risk of consignor not correctly assessing stock as ‘fit to load / fit for the intended journey
	Assess all cattle including bobby calves to ensure they are suitable to transport (fit to load). Refer to ‘Is it fit to load booklet’ if required.
Train farm staff in assessing stock as fit to load.

Give farm staff a copy of ‘Is it fit to load’ booklet



	SA 3.1 Holding and loading facilities


	Yes
	Risk of bruising or injury from slipping in yard or on ramp
	Ensure cement yard washed down regularly to minimise risk of slippage. 

Ensure loading ramps in good condition.



	Pre-transport selection 

SA 4.1 – Livestock assessed as “fit for the intended journey”
	Yes  - As per SA 1.1 above 
	Risk of consignor not correctly assessing stock as ‘fit to load / fit for the intended journey
	Assess all cattle including bobby calves to ensure they are suitable to transport (fit to load). Refer to ‘Is it fit to load booklet’ if required.

Train farm staff in assessing stock as fit to load.

Give farm staff a copy of ‘Is it fit to load?’ booklet


	SA 4.4 Stock assessed as unfit for transport
	Yes
	Lame cows – non-weight bearing on all 4 legs. 
Bobby Calves - weak
	Seek Veterinary assessment and/or treatment
Call knackery to pick up sick / injured stock

Seek veterinary treatment for sick calves or humanely destroy calves which are unsuitable for transport and sale.

	SB4.1 maximum time off water

	Not applicable
	
	

	SB4.3 transport of late pregnant cows


	Not Applicable
	
	

	SB 4.5 Bobby Calves between 5 & 30 days old travelling without mothers must:

i) be protected from cold & heat

ii) be in good health, … ,able to rise…

iii)  been adequately fed milk … within 6 hours of transport.

iv) … transported to ensure delivery in less than 18 hours from last feed with no more than 12 spent on transport.

v) have an auditable & accessible record system that identifies the calves were last fed within 6 hours of transport …..

	Yes
	ii) Calves weak / unfit to load

iii) Calves fed > 6 hours before pick-up due to carrier breakdown
	ii) As per SA 4.4 above 

iii) Plan feeding of bobby calves to ensure feed within 6 hours of scheduled time of pick-up. Try to feed within 3 hours of scheduled time of pick-up in case carrier running late. Ask carrier to ring if going to be later than 2 hours from scheduled time of pick-up.  

v) – Declaration on Bobby Calf NVD states calves have been fed within 6 hours of transport. 

Record last feed time on NVD. 

Advise carrier to record pick-up time on NVD



	SB4.7 Transport of early induced calves 


	Yes
	Unviable & weak calves
	Humanely destroy any unviable calves on farm

	SB4.9 Dogs not to be used on Bobby Calves


	Yes (possibly)
	No working dogs on farm Carrier may have a dog


	Request carrier’s dogs are restrained (where applicable)
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