

Livestock Disease Control Act 1994
Section 29(1)

ORDER DECLARING A CONTROL AREA FOR AVIAN INFLUENZA 

I, Graeme Cooke, Chief Veterinary Officer, as delegate of the Minister for Agriculture, make the following Order under section 29 of the Livestock Disease Control Act 1994, believing that it is reasonably necessary to prevent, control or eradicate the exotic disease avian influenza. 


Part 1—Preliminary

1 Objective

The objectives of this Order are—
(a)	to declare the area specified in this Order to be a control area; and
(b)	to specify the prohibitions, restrictions and requirements that are to operate in the control area.

2 Citation

This Order may be referred to as the Avian Influenza Control Area Order 2026 (No. 1).

3 Authorising provision

This Order is made under section 29 of the Livestock Disease Control Act 1994.

4 Commencement and revocation

(1)	This Order commences on 7 August 2026 and ends at 11:59pm on 21 August 2026 unless revoked earlier.	

5 Definitions

In this Order—
 
applicable livestock means the livestock specified in clause 6(1) of this Order;

the Act means the Livestock Disease Control Act 1994 (Vic).

6 Application of Order

(1)	This Order applies to the following classes of livestock—
(a)	poultry;
(b)	birds.	
  

7 Declaration of control area

(1)	The area shown on the plan in the Schedule to this Order is declared to be a control area for the purpose of preventing, controlling or eradicating the exotic disease avian influenza.

(2)	The prohibitions, restrictions, requirements and controls specified in this Order apply to the control area.

8 Interaction with other orders and notices

(1)	In the event of conflict between this Order and an Avian Influenza Restricted Area Order issued under section 26 of the Act which operates within the control area for the purposes of preventing, controlling or eradicating the exotic disease avian influenza, the Avian Influenza Restricted Area Order shall prevail. 

(2)	In the event of conflict between this Order and Quarantine Notice(s) issued under section 110 of the Act in respect of any premises, place or vehicle in the control area and for the purposes of preventing the spread of the exotic disease avian influenza, the Quarantine Notice(s) prevails. 

(3) 	In the event of conflict between this Order and an Infected Place Order made under section 21 of the Act, an Infected Vehicle Order made under section 22 of the Act, or a notice issued under section 25 of the Act in respect of any infected place or infected vehicle and for the purposes of preventing, controlling or eradicating the exotic disease avian influenza, the Infected Place Order, Infected Vehicle Order or section 25 notice prevails.

Part 2—Control area―prohibitions, restrictions and requirements

9 Prohibition—confinement of applicable livestock

On premises within the control area on which 50 or more applicable livestock are kept, all applicable livestock must be confined so as to prevent contact with livestock from outside the premises.  

10 Penalties

Penalties apply for contravention of this Order. Section 30(1) and (1A) of the Act provide—

Permit for activity in the control area

(1) 		A person who knows, or has reason to believe, that any land, premises, place or area has been declared to be a control area must not contravene any prohibition, restriction or requirement specified in the Order which declared the control area unless the person is authorised to do so under a permit issued by an inspector and complies with any conditions set out in the permit.

Penalty:	1200 penalty units or 24 months imprisonment or both.

(1A)		A person who contravenes any prohibition, restriction or requirement specified in an order declaring any land, premises, place or area to be a control area, where that person is not liable for an offence under subsection (1) in respect of that contravention, is guilty of an offence and liable to a penalty not exceeding 120 penalty units.


[image: ]

GRAEME COOKE
Chief Veterinary Officer

Date: 7 August 2026
Time: [17:00 PM]


SCHEDULE
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