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Agricultural employment statistics
Agriculture Victoria, May 2026.
[bookmark: _Toc228525466]About these statistics
The statistics in this document are detailed data about agricultural employment broken down by state and Regional Partnership level. 
For more information about Victoria’s 9 Regional Partnerships see the RDV webpage
Data sources and explanatory notes are at the end of each table. 
These tables are in this attachment since they are too detailed to fit on the webpage. 
For further information, or support in interpreting or using these statistics, please contact the Analysis and Insights team in Agriculture Victoria via peter.parbery@agriculture.vic.gov.au.
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[bookmark: _Toc228525482]Table 1: Employment in Agriculture by Regional Partnership region (2022-23)
	 
	Barwon
	Central Highlands
	Gippsland
	Goulburn
	Great South Coast
	Greater Melbourne
	Loddon Campaspe
	Mallee
	Ovens Murray
	Wimmera & Southern Mallee
	Victoria

	Dairy 
	 591 
	 117 
	 3,314 
	 1,146 
	 3,065 
	 838 
	 1,316 
	 507 
	 485 
	 5 
	 11,383 

	Beef cattle
	 628 
	 561 
	 3,614 
	 1,651 
	 2,043 
	 1,006 
	 823 
	 266 
	 2,466 
	 135 
	 13,194 

	Sheep
	 556 
	 1,675 
	 760 
	 989 
	 3,264 
	 330 
	 1,448 
	 441 
	 748 
	 1,394 
	 11,605 

	Grains
	 291 
	 1,134 
	 179 
	 1,324 
	 657 
	 472 
	 1,713 
	 2,888 
	 436 
	 3,427 
	 12,521 

	Fruit (ex. winegrapes)
	 105 
	 148 
	 209 
	 1,603 
	 39 
	 1,656 
	 308 
	 3,085 
	 312 
	 40 
	 7,506 

	Winegrapes
	 5 
	 15 
	 7 
	 29 
	 4 
	 67 
	 27 
	 342 
	 35 
	 1 
	 532 

	Nuts
	 -   
	 3 
	 14 
	 71 
	 -   
	 33 
	 6 
	 783 
	 67 
	 -   
	 977 

	Vegetables
	 193 
	 431 
	 1,139 
	 434 
	 58 
	 2,314 
	 182 
	 519 
	 63 
	 29 
	 5,362 

	Nurseries and floriculture
	 191 
	 103 
	 205 
	 182 
	 125 
	 2,741 
	 159 
	 176 
	 59 
	 92 
	 4,033 

	Poultry
	 238 
	 184 
	 180 
	 290 
	 35 
	 580 
	 478 
	 85 
	 47 
	 147 
	 2,265 

	Other livestock
	 265 
	 294 
	 255 
	 684 
	 58 
	 646 
	 899 
	 205 
	 167 
	 176 
	 3,649 

	Total
	 3,063 
	 4,668 
	 9,876 
	 8,404 
	 9,347 
	 10,683 
	 7,359 
	 9,296 
	 4,885 
	 5,446 
	 73,026 



Source: Agriculture Victoria modelling (2025), based on ABS Labour Force Survey (2022-23). 

Employment figures represent total jobs (headcount), not full‑time equivalent positions.
[bookmark: _Toc228525483]Table 2: Employment in Food processing by Regional Partnership region (2022-23)
	
	Barwon
	Central Highlands
	Gippsland
	Goulburn
	Great South Coast
	Greater Melbourne
	Loddon Campaspe
	Mallee
	Ovens Murray
	Wimmera & Southern Mallee
	Victoria

	Dairy products 
	692
	108
	1,302
	1,491
	1,529
	6,000
	921
	-
	254
	-
	12,297

	Meat & meat products 
	1,188
	339
	425
	309
	619
	7,134
	3,125
	236
	469
	506
	14,350

	Fruit & vegetable products
	33
	566
	308
	510
	10
	1,841
	407
	375
	39
	41
	4,130

	Grain mill & cereal products
	35
	80
	33
	3
	-
	1,377
	99
	8
	264
	71
	1,969

	Oils and fats Processing
	30
	-
	-
	64
	-
	704
	14
	20
	-
	26
	857

	Processed seafood products
	17
	-
	10
	-
	11
	68
	-
	-
	-
	-
	105

	Other food products
	1,125
	1,042
	1,519
	1,253
	685
	24,462
	2,166
	505
	1,466
	229
	34,451

	Wine & spirits
	246
	283
	131
	317
	50
	2,087
	429
	631
	783
	61
	5,018

	Beer
	162
	28
	56
	24
	14
	1,585
	73
	6
	140
	3
	2,091

	Other beverages
	21
	26
	14
	15
	5
	2,241
	47
	18
	27
	41
	2,455

	Grand total
	3,548
	2,470
	3,797
	3,986
	2,923
	47,501
	7,282
	1,799
	3,441
	977
	77,724

	Economy-wide total
	153,710
	85,416
	147,082
	85,031
	70,885
	2,724,091
	147,805
	64,271
	75,495
	32,273
	3,586,059



Source: Agriculture Victoria modelling (2025), based on ABS (2022-23) Labour Force Survey. 
[bookmark: _Toc228525484]Employment figures represent total jobs (headcount), not full‑time equivalent positions.




Table 3: Employment in Food and fibre production and processing, by Regional Partnership (2022-23)
	
	Barwon
	Central Highlands
	Gippsland
	Goulburn
	Great South Coast
	Greater Melbourne
	Loddon Campaspe
	Mallee
	Ovens Murray
	Wimmera & Southern Mallee
	Victoria

	Agriculture, Forestry and Fishing (AFF) 
	3,561
	5,185
	11,133
	9,176
	10,393
	12,863
	7,914
	10,480
	5,362
	5,709
	81,777

	Agriculture
	3,063
	4,668
	9,876
	8,404
	9,347
	10,683
	7,359
	9,296
	4,885
	5,446
	73,026

	AFF Support Services 
	273
	453
	698
	685
	763
	1,718
	534
	1,175
	308
	261
	6,868

	Aquaculture 
	30
	-
	11
	16
	20
	60
	-
	2
	2
	1
	141

	Fishing, hunting and trapping 
	83
	-
	114
	26
	23
	108
	-
	-
	-
	-
	355

	Forestry and logging 
	113
	64
	434
	46
	240
	294
	21
	9
	167
	-
	1,387

	Food and fibre processing  
	5,501
	2,977
	6,396
	4,351
	3,339
	69,992
	8,181
	2,074
	5,081
	1,038
	108,930

	Food products 
	3,119
	2,134
	3,597
	3,630
	2,854
	41,587
	6,732
	1,144
	2,492
	872
	68,160

	Beverage products 
	429
	336
	201
	357
	69
	5,914
	549
	655
	949
	105
	9,564

	Wood products 
	1,018
	344
	915
	213
	316
	7,212
	391
	119
	1,166
	25
	11,719

	Pulp, paper and converted paper products 
	66
	2
	1,537
	129
	3
	5,466
	-
	54
	172
	-
	7,429

	Textile, leather, clothing and footwears 
	869
	161
	147
	22
	97
	9,814
	508
	103
	301
	36
	12,058

	Total employment
	9,062
	8,161
	17,529
	13,527
	13,732
	82,855
	16,095
	12,555
	10,443
	6,747
	190,707

	Total employment in Victoria
	153,710
	85,416
	147,082
	85,031
	70,885
	2,724,091
	147,805
	64,271
	75,495
	32,273
	3,586,059

	Food and fibre production and processing, as a % of total employment in Victoria
	5.9
	9.6
	11.9
	15.9
	19.4
	3.0
	10.9
	19.5
	13.8
	20.9
	5.3


Source: Agriculture Victoria modelling (2025), based on ABS (2022-23) Labour Force Survey.
Employment figures represent total jobs (headcount), not full‑time equivalent positions.

Table 4: Agriculture employment by state and territory (2022-23)
	
	Victoria
	New South Wales
	Queensland
	South Australia
	Western Australia
	Tasmania
	Northern Territory
	Australian Capital Territory
	Grand Total

	Beef cattle
	13,194
	19,082
	23,433
	2,712
	3,567
	2,325
	1,559
	60
	65,931

	Grains
	12,521
	16,822
	11,214
	9,673
	9,857
	516
	28
	34
	60,666

	Sheep
	11,605
	14,401
	1,409
	5,718
	2,997
	2,093
	7
	127
	38,357

	Dairy
	11,383
	2,261
	1,115
	1,246
	635
	1,852
	12
	4
	18,509

	Fruit (ex. winegrapes)
	7,507
	4,850
	7,848
	1,413
	3,472
	1,823
	281
	63
	27,257

	Vegetables
	5,362
	3,191
	5,853
	3,882
	2,370
	1,302
	313
	52
	22,325

	Other agriculture
	4,033
	2,383
	3,002
	1,067
	1,101
	558
	68
	71
	12,285

	Other livestock
	3,649
	3,838
	3,267
	1,461
	1,170
	329
	71
	120
	13,905

	Poultry
	2,265
	2,157
	3,226
	965
	759
	133
	2
	59
	9,565

	Nuts
	976
	1,415
	241
	419
	58
	40
	0
	0
	3,148

	Winegrapes
	532
	745
	2
	2,752
	1,146
	534
	0
	0
	5,711

	Grand Total
	73,026
	71,144
	60,612
	31,308
	27,131
	11,504
	2,342
	590
	277,658



Source: Agriculture Victoria modelling (2025), based on ABS (2022-23) Labour Force Survey.
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