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[bookmark: _Hlk131848832] [image: ]We acknowledge and respect Victorian Traditional Owners as the original custodians of Victoria’s land and waters, their unique ability to care for Country and deep spiritual connection to it.
We honour Elders past and present whose knowledge and wisdom 
has ensured the continuation of culture and traditional practices.
DEECA is committed to genuinely partnering with Victorian Traditional Owners and Victoria’s Aboriginal community to progress their aspirations.
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[bookmark: _Toc241660398]Message from the Minister for Agriculture
Victoria's agriculture sector plays a vital role in producing the food and fibre that supports our communities, regional economies and export markets. 
Farmers across the state are navigating changing climatic conditions, rising input costs, supply chain pressures and geopolitical uncertainty. At the same time, they continue to invest in the productivity and resilience of their businesses. As a result, identifying practical ways to improve efficiency and manage operating costs has never been more important.
The Victorian Government is committed to supporting farm businesses to remain productive, profitable and sustainable. Through the On-Farm Energy and Electrification Demonstration Program, we will support industry-led projects which will provide practical evidence of what works on farm, including the costs, benefits and returns on investment of different energy related technologies. 
The knowledge and experience generated through these projects will help farmers make informed decisions that strengthen their businesses and support long-term sector resilience.
I encourage eligible organisations to apply and use their expertise, networks and industry leadership to demonstrate solutions that will support a productive and resilient Victorian agriculture sector.
[image: Hon Michaela Settle MP, Minister for Rural and Regional Development, Minister for Agriculture and Minister for Water.
] [image: Signature of Hon Michaela Settle MP] 
Hon Michaela Settle MP 
Minister for Rural and Regional Development 

Minister for Agriculture 

Minister for Water 


[bookmark: _Toc241660399]Message from the Minister for Energy and Resources
The transition to a modern, reliable and affordable energy system presents significant opportunities for Victorian farmers, regional businesses and communities.
Through the On-Farm Energy and Electrification Demonstration Program the Victorian Government will support industry-led projects that showcase proven and emerging technologies in real-world farming environments. These projects will help demonstrate practical pathways to reduce energy and fuel use, electrify farm operations, generate renewable energy and strengthen on-farm energy resilience. 
Regional Victoria will play a key role in Victoria’s clean energy future. By demonstrating energy solutions under Victorian farming conditions and sharing lessons learned, this program will help build confidence in technologies that can improve energy productivity, reduce exposure to energy costs and support informed decision making.
[image: Hon Jaclyn Symes MP, Minister for Energy and Resources, Minister for Environment, Minister for Climate Action and Minister for the State Electricity Commission.
]The insights generated through these projects will help accelerate the adoption of cleaner, smarter energy solutions across the state, supporting farm businesses resilience and Victoria’s transition to a clean energy future.  
[image: Signature of Hon Jaclyn Symes MP.]
Hon Jaclyn Symes MP
Minister for Energy and Resources

Minister for Environment

Minister for Climate Action

Minister for the State Electricity Commission


[bookmark: _Toc235620938][bookmark: _Toc235620985][bookmark: _Toc241660400]1. Program Overview
[bookmark: _Toc235620986][bookmark: _Toc237255225][bookmark: _Toc241660401]1.1 What is the On-Farm Energy and Electrification Demonstration Program?
The On-Farm Energy and Electrification Demonstration Program offers up to $5 million in grant funding, to accelerate the uptake of proven and new-to-market energy technologies across Victoria’s agriculture sector, through industry-led demonstration projects. 
The program will support projects that demonstrate how energy technologies can be integrated within farming systems to improve on-farm energy performance and contribute to broader whole-of-farm improvements, including emissions reduction, productivity and operational or resource efficiencies. 
The program will provide real-world evidence of the costs, benefits and return on investment, through on-farm project demonstration and extension activities, to support Victorian farmers to adopt technologies with confidence.
Successful grant projects will showcase the value of energy technologies that improve energy efficiency, electrify farm operations and/or support the use of renewable energy and storage.
[bookmark: _Toc235620987][bookmark: _Toc237255226][bookmark: _Toc241660402]1.2 Program objectives
Projects are required to: 
1. Demonstrate proven technology not yet widely adopted and new-to-market technologies that deliver measurable improvements in on-farm energy efficiency and emissions reduction 
2. Demonstrate practical solutions that can be scaled and adopted by other farms, industries and regions 
3. Generate and share real-world insights to support future investment and adoption
4. Build industry confidence and support wider adoption by sharing project outcomes, lessons learned and practical experience with farmers and industry.
Project proposals across Victoria’s agriculture regions and industries will be considered for grant funding where they meet all project objectives.
[bookmark: _Toc235620939][bookmark: _Toc235620988][bookmark: _Toc241660403]2. Eligibility
[bookmark: _Toc235620989][bookmark: _Toc237255228][bookmark: _Toc241660404]2.1 Who can apply?
Grants will be awarded to the highest scoring applicants with the capacity and capability to implement on-farm electrification and energy demonstration projects and where there is demonstrated industry demand and clear benefits for Victoria’s agriculture sector. 
Applicants must be one of the following entities:
a) An agriculture industry association or business chambers that represents, supports or advocates for members engaged in primary production[footnoteRef:2] activities [2:      Primary production includes cultivating, propagating or maintaining plants or animals, their products or parts for the purpose of selling them, including nurseries and seed banks.] 

b) A Farming System or Landcare Group
c) Traditional Owner groups, First Nations organisation and Aboriginal businesses involved in primary production1 activities
d) Research and Development Corporations
e) Catchment Management Authorities (CMAs)
f) A partnership, consortium, alliance or co-operative of primary producers and one or more of the above organisations
g) Companies with proven or new-to-market ready solution(s) with capacity to demonstrate on-farm and partner with one or more of the above organisations
In addition, to be eligible for funding applicants must: 
a) be a legal entity; with an Australian Business Number (ABN)
b) operate within Victoria, including location/s of demonstration project sites
c) be financially solvent
d) be registered for Good and Services Tax (GST) if required
All applications, whether single organisation or a consortium, must nominate a ‘Lead Organisation’ to: 
endorse the application 
verify any commitment of funds for the project 
be authorised to enter into a funding agreement with the State if successful. 
Individuals are not eligible to apply as a Lead Organisation.
[bookmark: _Toc235620990][bookmark: _Toc237255229][bookmark: _Toc241660405]2.2 Who cannot apply?
The following organisations and individuals cannot apply for funding:
Individual farming businesses (unless applying via a partnership arrangement with an eligible organisation) 
Government agencies (with the exception of CMAs)
Local Government Authorities
Entities currently in breach of funding agreements with the State of Victoria, unless the Department decides otherwise, in its sole and absolute discretion, due to the existence of exceptional circumstances
[bookmark: _Toc235620991][bookmark: _Toc237255230][bookmark: _Toc241660406]2.3 Project eligibility considerations
The project proposed will be implemented within 12 months following funding agreement execution.
The project will be implemented at a location within Victoria and is suitable for on-farm demonstration activities.
Knowledge sharing, on-farm demonstrations and other extension activities will occur for up to 12 months post implementation.
Data and evidence of delivery will be requested throughout the life of the project and may be requested for up to 2 years after the final financial acquittal to support departmental program evaluation activities. 
[bookmark: _Toc235620940][bookmark: _Toc235620992][bookmark: _Toc241660407]3. Funding 
[bookmark: _Toc235620993][bookmark: _Toc237255232][bookmark: _Toc241660408]3.1 Funding amount 
Applicants can apply for grants between $200,000 to $750,000 (excluding GST).
Funding requests should reflect reasonable and justifiable project costs and demonstrate value for money. 
Projects with a total value of less than $200,000 may be considered where they address clear industry, sector, or regional need and can deliver strong sector impact through demonstration and knowledge sharing activities.   
The Department reserves the right to negotiate or vary the requested funding amount based on its assessment of eligible and reasonable costs.
[bookmark: _Toc235620994][bookmark: _Toc237255233][bookmark: _Toc241660409]3.2 Co-contribution 
Projects that involve purchasing significant assets are generally expected to include a cash co-contribution of at least 50% of the asset cost. If this is not possible, applicants must explain why and provide evidence to support a lower contribution.
In-kind contributions (such as volunteer labour, donated goods or services) will be recognised and will be considered in the application assessment. However, they cannot be counted towards the cash co-contribution requirement.
Cash co-contributions may come from other sources, including Commonwealth or Local Government grants and must not be used to fund the same expenditure items funded by this grant program. Applicants must disclose any other funding sources, including pending grant applications, and explain how the project will proceed if funding is not secured.
[bookmark: _Toc235620995][bookmark: _Toc237255234][bookmark: _Toc241660410]3.3 What might be funded?
Grant funding will be awarded to successful applicants that demonstrate the value of proven and new-to-market energy technologies though implementation, demonstration and knowledge sharing activities. 
Projects must align with one or more of the following on-farm outcomes and demonstrate how the proposed energy technology can deliver broader farm system benefits, including emissions reduction, productivity improvements and operational or resource efficiencies. :
· Improves energy efficiency to reduce energy use without reducing productivity (for example through high-efficiency heat recovery systems, heat pumps, variable speed drives, refrigeration systems)
· Electrifies on-farm operations and equipment by replacing diesel or gas-powered systems with electric or hybrid alternatives (for example irrigation, pumping, ventilation, processing equipment or machinery)
· Reduce fuel, gas or energy consumption on farm through technology, automation, process improvements or other approaches that deliver measurable energy savings (for example smart control systems, sensors, drones, precision agriculture technologies and process optimisation technologies)
· Generates renewable energy through on-farm energy applications that deliver broader farm system benefits (for example, solar PV integrated with farm operations or bioenergy systems using farm waste streams or by-products). Projects that address known challenges to the wider adoption of renewable energy on farms, within existing regulatory frameworks, will be viewed favourably.
· Provides energy storage to improve the use and management of on-farm energy (for example battery storage, thermal energy storage). 
The technologies outlined above are examples only and are not exhaustive. Applicants may propose other solutions and technologies where they can clearly demonstrate industry demand, potential benefits and alignment with the program’s objectives. All eligible projects will be assessed on a case-by-case basis.
Applicants can apply for multiple technologies in one or more projects; however, assessment of the application may result in a selection of items being funded.
[bookmark: _Toc237255235][bookmark: _Toc241660411]3.3.1 Eligible expenditure
· Asset purchase and construction activities: Assets may be purchased under this program for the purposes of demonstration. Where grant funding is used to purchase mobile or other assets, the funding agreement may include asset retention and disposal requirements. Recipients may be required to retain funded assets for a specified period and obtain Department approval before selling, transferring or otherwise disposing of those assets.
· Staffing and consultants: Funding may support salary or consultant costs where they are clearly attributable to the project and where personnel are responsible for successful project delivery and demonstration. Staffing or consultant costs must be reasonable and proportionate to the scale and complexity of the project. Applicants should clearly justify the level of staff/consultant effort proposed. 
· Distribution network and electrical infrastructure: Project funding may support distribution network, three-phase power upgrades and electrical infrastructure (eg; switchboards) where they are required to enable a project. Applicants must demonstrate why the upgrade is necessary and how it contributes to the project outcomes. These costs must not exceed 20% of the total funding amount and will be assessed against value for money and industry impact criteria. Grid and electrical infrastructure upgrades are intended to support project outcomes, rather than be the primary focus of a project.
· Marketing and communications: Marketing and communications expenses are eligible including but not limited to video production, advertising, running on farm demonstration days.
· Insurance costs and asset maintenance: Insurance costs, including Public Liability and Asset Insurance may be included in the project budget for the duration of the Funding Agreement. Ongoing insurance and maintenance costs will not be eligible and will be the responsibility of the applicant or asset owner.
· Implementing and demonstrating costs: Costs directly related to implementing and demonstrating the project may be eligible, including training, accreditation, licences, permits or certifications required to operate or demonstrate the funded technology.
[bookmark: _Toc235620996][bookmark: _Toc237255236][bookmark: _Toc241660412]3.4 What will not be funded?
The following type of projects are out of scope:
· Early‑stage feasibility or desktop studies
· Testing of novel, unproven technologies/the use of any new or nascent technologies that are lower than Technology Readiness Level 8 (TRL) (See arena.gov.au/assets/2014/02/Technology-Readiness-Levels.pdf) 
· Commercial product development or proprietary research and development 
· Projects related to transport, logistics or other off-farm supply chain activities
· Projects without clear, measurable or transferable insights 
· Household or residential energy projects 
The following project related costs are not eligible for grant funding: 
· The purchase of land
· Recurrent operating costs, for example rent, fuel, and utility costs, and/or activities establishing expectations of ongoing funding
· Activities located outside the State of Victoria
· Internal costs, salaries or resources not directly related to project implementation, delivery and demonstration
· Costs associated with applying for government grants and funding programs 
· Travel costs 
· Ongoing insurance and maintenance costs
· Basic professional services such as ongoing, routine accounting, tax and legal business requirements, ongoing licensing fees, costs associated with export documentation, legal/intellectual property costs, financing fees
· Any administrative fees or surcharges for administering the expenditures listed above
· Disposal of technology or equipment (safe and responsible decommissioning and disposal of technologies or equipment) 
· Any other expenditure as determined by the Department that does not meet the program guidelines or objectives 
Projects are unlikely to be competitive where they:
· Replicate technology already widely adopted within the relevant agricultural industry without generating new evidence or learnings.
· Do not demonstrate a clear pathway to broader farm system benefits such as emissions reduction, productivity improvements, operational or resource efficiencies or other co-benefits
[bookmark: _Toc235620941][bookmark: _Toc235620997][bookmark: _Toc241660413]4. Application and assessment process
[bookmark: _Toc235620998][bookmark: _Toc237255238][bookmark: _Toc241660414]4.1 What is the application process?
Applications are submitted online using the Grants Online portal. 
To apply, go to the grant program web page: https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/OFEED and click on the ‘Start New Application’ button. To return to a saved draft application, click on the ‘Access Saved Application’ button.
Once submitted, you will receive an application number. Please quote this number in all correspondence with the department relating to your application.  
If you need to provide documents that cannot be uploaded through the portal, email them to grantsinfo@deeca.vic.gov.au and include your application number. Where possible, attach all documents in a single email and zip files if required.
Applications close at 5 pm on Friday 11 December 2026
Questions:
· For any clarifications, please refer to the Questions & Answers page, which is regularly updated.
· If you require assistance or have any queries about the program, please email agenergy@agriculture.vic.gov.au 
· For technical assistance with the online application, email grantsinfo@deeca.vic.gov.au   
[bookmark: _Toc235620999][bookmark: _Toc237255239][bookmark: _Toc241660415]4.2 What are the assessment criteria?
Applications will be checked for eligibility to make sure that the applicant and their activity are eligible for funding. After that, eligible applications will be assessed using the criteria tabled below. 
Each criterion is given a percentage weighting to indicate its relative importance in the assessment process. Applications should address all relevant criteria. Failure to meet a minimum acceptable score against any one criterion may result in the application being deemed ineligible for funding.
The Department may request additional information, documentation or clarification at any time in the assessment process. Where relevant, the Department may seek advice from independent external experts to support assessment of the proposed projects. 
Assessment scoring table:
	Assessment Criteria
	Requirements
	Weighting

	Project plan and business case 
	Applicants are required to detail the proposed project including details of the technology to be implemented and demonstrated, expected on-farm outcomes (particularly in relation to energy or fuel savings), data collection, evaluation approach and project budget. 
Applicants are required to describe the project design including:
Project description:
summary of the installation activity
description of the proposed technology type
farm size, type and location
consideration of applicable planning requirements
Infrastructure and site readiness:
status of property’s electrical infrastructure and grid connection and if upgrades are required
status of land access for the proposed project location(s) 
evidence of asset availability or procurement plan 
Project delivery plan: 
project timeline outlining key milestones
delivery dates and dependencies
Monitoring and evaluation:
data collection, monitoring and evaluation approach 
Operations, maintenance and safety:
proposed operations and maintenance regime for the lifetime of the asset(s)
details of your proposed asset(s) safety plan
details of your proposed asset(s) security plan
your plan to manage decommissioning and disposal of the asset(s) at the end of operational life.
Risks and insurance:
outline key risks and approach to management and mitigation, including completed project risk register 
demonstrate that appropriate insurance will be in place to support the project delivery activities
Value for money:
project budget using DEECA’s Budget template, including installation costs and knowledge sharing activities
evidence to support budget estimates (e.g. quote)
funding source required for the project, including any other contributions 
approach to managing potential cost overruns
expected on-farm outcomes including energy and/or fuel savings (kWhs, litres/hectare or equivalent)
anticipated co-benefits or broader farm system improvements (e.g. emissions reduction, productivity improvements, operational or resource efficiencies, or other sustainability outcomes)
expected return on investment over the life of the asset including costs over the lifetime of any asset/s
any benefits expected through using local Victorian businesses, suppliers, contractors, manufacturers or Aboriginal businesses and Traditional Owners Corporations
	30%

	Knowledge sharing plan 
(template at Appendix 1)
	Applicants must demonstrate how they will share project learnings and outcomes to build confidence, support informed decision-making, and encourage adoption across the Victorian agriculture sector
Applications must include a completed Knowledge Sharing Plan (KSP) as a supporting attachment, (refer to Appendix 1) outlining:
· target audience
· key messages and insights to be shared
· proposed knowledge sharing and demonstration activities
· delivery partners, networks and channels to be used
· resources and commitment allocated to knowledge sharing throughout the project 

Applications will be assessed on the extent to which the Knowledge Sharing Plan demonstrates:
· a suitable and well-considered approach to sharing project learnings and outcomes
· alignment between proposed activities and identified target audience(s) 
· effective use of existing networks, forums, events, partnerships and communication channels 
· potential to achieve broad reach and meaningful engagement across the sector 
· an appropriate commitment of time and resources to collecting, documenting and sharing project outcomes and insights.
· a clear approach to collecting and sharing credible data and evidence that will help farmers, industry and government assess costs, benefits, risks and returns when developing future investment proposals or business cases.

	30%

	Organisational capacity and capability 
	Applicants must demonstrate their capacity and capability to successfully implement the project, including associated demonstration and knowledge sharing activities. This includes access to the skills, resources, technology and expertise required.
Where applicable, applicants must identify key project partners and outline the roles, responsibilities, skills and experience of the applicant and any project partners. 
Applications will be assessed on: 
· experience in successfully delivering projects of similar scale and complexity
· organisational readiness to start the project on signing of a funding agreement
· experience in management of grant funding and procurement of specialist services (as required)
· ability to collect, analyse and share project data and findings with industry audiences
· suitable project governance and delivery arrangements with any partner organisations
· co-contribution or other funding sources
· leverage of in-kind contributions
	20%

	Industry impact, scalability and replication potential


	Applicants must describe how this project will respond to or addresses an industry or regional need, and how the proposed demonstration will contribute to the broader adoption of on-farm energy technologies across Victoria’s agriculture sector.
Applications will be assessed on:
· demonstrated need/demand or evidence the project addresses a recognised industry challenge or opportunity
· anticipated benefits to the broader sector, industry or region such as estimated financial benefits, emissions reduction productivity benefits and/or labour benefits
· potential for project to be scaled and replicated across other farms, industries or regions of different sizes or operating environments
· expected contribution of the project/technology to overcome barriers to uptake, build industry confidence and support on-farm adoption 
· expected benefits to supply chains, processors, distributors or neighbouring businesses 
Supporting evidence-backed data should be included where available to support this criterion.
	20%


[bookmark: _Toc235621000][bookmark: _Toc237255240][bookmark: _Toc241660416]4.3 What supporting documents will need to be provided?
Please submit the following documents with your application:
Project plan
Budget and milestone document
Knowledge Sharing Plan
Risk register
Any other documents to support and provide consent for the application, including:
Landowner consent (where the demonstration site is not owned by the applicant or participating organisation) for project access and delivery activities, including demonstration and promotional activities.
Partnership confirmation acknowledging that a Participation Organisation Agreement will be required if the applicant is successful. 
Templates for supporting documents can be downloaded from: https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/OFEED
Attaching required documents:
Supporting documents must be in an acceptable file type, such as Word, Excel, PDF, or JPEG. The maximum file size for each file is 10MB
No hard copy applications will be accepted. Late and incomplete applications will not be considered.
[bookmark: _Toc235621001][bookmark: _Toc237255241][bookmark: _Toc241660417]4.4 What is the notification process?
Successful and unsuccessful applicants will be notified in writing after the assessment process is completed. All decisions are final and are not subject to further review. Unsuccessful applicants can ask for feedback on their application. 
[bookmark: _Toc235620942][bookmark: _Toc235621002][bookmark: _Toc241660418]5. Funding conditions
[bookmark: _Toc235621003][bookmark: _Toc237255243][bookmark: _Toc241660419]5.1 Victorian Election and Caretaker conventions
As the Victorian State election will be held on Saturday 28 November 2026, the Victorian Government will assume a caretaker role from 6.00pm on 3 November 2026 until such time that either it becomes clear that the incumbent government will be returned, or when a new government is commissioned.
In line with the caretaker conventions, the incoming government will determine whether to proceed with this grant process and enter into the funding agreement after the caretaker period.
Applicants should be aware that:
· all information about this grant process represents the position of the current government only, and is subject to change
· any incoming government may decide to not proceed with this grant process.
For further information on the caretaker conventions see Guidelines on the Caretaker Conventions | vic.gov.au. 
[bookmark: _Toc237255244][bookmark: _Toc241660420][bookmark: _Toc235621004]5.2 Other government funding
Applicants must disclose all secured, pending or proposed government funding, rebates, subsidies, incentives and grant funding related to the project. 
Other government funding sources may be used in conjunction with this program, provided they do not fund the same expenditure items supported through this program.
Any other government funding must be clearly identified in the project budget as a separate funding source. Government funding from other programs and cannot be counted towards the applicants cash co-contribution. 
DEECA reserves the right to assess funding requests on a case-by-case basis and may adjust the grant amount where another funding source materially reduces the applicant's project costs or results in duplication of funding.
[bookmark: _Toc237255245][bookmark: _Toc241660421]5.3 Cost
The Department is not liable for any costs, expenses, losses, claims, or damages that may be incurred by 
grant recipient or other potential recipients in connection with the application process, including in preparing or submitting an application, providing further information to the Department, or participating in negotiations with the Department. 
[bookmark: _Toc235621005][bookmark: _Toc237255246][bookmark: _Toc241660422]5.4 Letter of Offer
The successful applicant will be issued a non-binding letter of offer to enter into a Funding Agreement. The letter of offer will outline the terms under which the Department is prepared to enter into negotiations for a Funding Agreement for the Project, including: 
Value of grant funding that is being offered
Development milestones and timetable that you are required to meet (such as relevant milestones up to and including financial close)
Terms under which we may withdraw the offer of funding 
Requirements for confirmation that you are proceeding with the project, via meetings or written communication
Receipt of a letter of offer does not guarantee payment of any funds by the Department and will be subject to the execution of a Funding Agreement. 
The Funding Agreement is the legal framework that defines the parties, their commitments and the funding terms and conditions. It outlines each party’s obligations and payment terms for the successful applicant.
If you receive a letter of offer, you must keep the information confidential until advised by the Department. Any public communication regarding the initiative between the time that the successful applicant receives a letter of offer, and the execution of the Funding Agreement can only be done with the Departments prior written consent. The Department may withdraw from negotiations if you do not comply with this requirement
[bookmark: _Toc235621006][bookmark: _Toc237255247][bookmark: _Toc241660423]5.5 Funding Agreement
Successful applicants will be required to enter into a grant Funding Agreement with the Department of Energy, Environment and Climate Action (DEECA). 
Funding agreements must be signed within one month of notification of successful grant application. Failure of signing within this timeframe may result in loss of grant funding. 
[bookmark: _Toc235621007][bookmark: _Toc237255248][bookmark: _Toc241660424]5.6 Participating Organisation Agreement
Successful applicants with one or more project partners will be required to have an executed Participating Organisation Agreement (POA) as a condition of the grant Funding Agreement. 
The POA must clearly outline the roles, responsibilities and contributions of each partner, including arrangements for project delivery, data and knowledge sharing, and ongoing management of project assets. 
Applicants are encouraged to inform project partners of this requirement before submitting an application. 
[bookmark: _Toc235621008][bookmark: _Toc237255249][bookmark: _Toc241660425]5.7 Payments
Payments will be made as long as:
the funding agreement has been signed by all parties
grant recipients provide reports as required, or otherwise demonstrate that the activity is progressing as expected
other terms and condition of funding continue to be met.
[bookmark: _Toc235621009][bookmark: _Toc237255250][bookmark: _Toc241660426]5.8 Monitoring and reporting
Grant recipients are required to comply with project monitoring and reporting requirements as outlined in the Funding Agreement. This may include progress reports, site inspections, completion records and acquittal documentation.
[bookmark: _Toc235621010][bookmark: _Toc237255251][bookmark: _Toc241660427]5.9 Post project evaluation 
Recipients may be requested to complete a post-project evaluation of project implementation, knowledge sharing and demonstrating outcome activities.  
Successful applicants must participate in program evaluation for up to two (2) years following final financial acquittal. Failure to comply with evaluation requirements may affect an applicant’s eligibility for future Department funding opportunities.  
Information collected through evaluation activities, including project outcomes and lessons learned, may be used in program evaluations, reports and Department promotional materials.
[bookmark: _Toc235621011][bookmark: _Toc237255252][bookmark: _Toc241660428]5.10 Tax implications
Applicants should consult the Australian Taxation Office or seek professional advice on any taxation implications that may arise from this grant funding. 
Successful applicants without an ABN will need to provide a completed Australian Taxation Office form “Statement by a Supplier” so that no withholding tax is required from the grant payment. 
[bookmark: _Toc235621012][bookmark: _Toc237255253][bookmark: _Toc241660429]5.11 Legislative and regulatory requirements
In delivering the activity grant recipients are required to comply with all relevant Commonwealth and state/territory legislations and regulations, including but not limited to:
The Privacy Act 1998 (Commonwealth)
The Freedom of Information Act 1982 (Vic)
Occupational Health and Safety Act 2004
Planning and Environment Act 1987 (Vic) 
Flora and Fauna Guarantee Act 1988 (Vic)
Climate Change Act 2017 
Electricity Safety Act 1998 
National Electricity (Victoria) Act 2005 
Electricity Industry Act 2000.
Any applicable electricity licensing, exemption, network connection and regulatory requirements associated with the generation, transfer, distribution or sale of electricity
[bookmark: _Toc235621013][bookmark: _Toc237255254][bookmark: _Toc241660430]5.12 Acknowledging the Victorian Government’s support
Grant Recipients must follow DEECA’s Acknowledgment and Publicity Guidelines for Victorian Government Funding Support. The guidelines will form part of the funding agreement and can be accessed at https://www.deeca.vic.gov.au/grants. Recipients must liaise with the departmental program area to coordinate any public events or announcements related to the project.
[bookmark: _Toc235621015][bookmark: _Toc237255255][bookmark: _Toc241660431]5.13 Privacy
Any personal information about you or a third party in your application will be collected by the department for the purposes of administering your grant application and informing Members of Parliament of successful applications. Personal information may also be disclosed to external experts, such as members of assessment panels, or other Government Departments for assessment, reporting, advice, comment or for discussion regarding alternative or collaborative grant funding opportunities. If you intend to include personal information about third parties in your application, please ensure that they are aware of the contents of this privacy statement.
Any personal information about you or a third party in your correspondence will be collected, held, managed, used, disclosed or transferred in accordance with the provisions of the Privacy and Data Protection Act 2014 and other applicable laws.
DEECA is committed to protecting the privacy of personal information. You can find the DEECA Privacy Policy online at www.deeca.vic.gov.au/privacy.
[bookmark: _Toc235621016][bookmark: _Toc237255256][bookmark: _Toc241660432]5.14 Probity for application procedure
The Applicant and any of its associates must not offer any incentive to or otherwise attempt to influence any of the persons who are either directly or indirectly involved in the application process, or in awarding any subsequent contract. If the Department determines that the Applicant or any of its associates have violated this condition, the Applicant may be disqualified from further consideration, in the Department's absolute discretion. Applicants must not engage in any anti-competitive or collusive behaviour in relation to the Project. 
By submitting an application, the Applicant consents to the Department performing probity and financial investigations and procedures in relation to the Applicant or any of its associates. The Applicant agrees, if requested by the Department, to seek consents from individuals to allow such probity check.
6. [bookmark: _Toc235620943][bookmark: _Toc235621017][bookmark: _Toc241660433]Key dates
	Milestone
	Date

	Applications open
	16 October 2026

	Applications close
	5pm Friday 11 December 2026

	Applicants notified
	February 2027


[bookmark: _Toc235620944][bookmark: _Toc235621018]
7. [bookmark: _Toc241660434]Checklist
Read these guidelines and the information about this grant program at https://agriculture.vic.gov.au/OFEED before applying and complete the following checklist:
Have you:
☐ read these guidelines carefully?
☐ checked if you your organisation is eligible for this grant funding?
☐ checked if your activity is eligible for this grant funding?
☐ checked that you understand the assessment criteria?  
☐ checked that you would be able to comply with all relevant laws and regulations in delivery of your activity?
☐ prepared all appropriate supporting documents? 
☐ responded to all the sections within the application?


8. [bookmark: _Toc241660435]Appendix
[bookmark: _Toc237255260][bookmark: _Toc241660436]Appendix 1: Knowledge sharing plan for the On-Farm Energy and Electrification Demonstration project

Introduction
The Knowledge Sharing Plan is to be completed as part of an application submission and will form part of the Funding Agreement for a successful applicant. 
It explains how the applicant in partnership with any participating organisation will share project learnings with Victorian farmers and industry so others can benefit from the project.
The plan should explain
· What knowledge sharing activities will be delivered
· Who will be engaged 
· How data will be collected and shared
· What information and lessons will be shared
· Who is responsible for delivering demonstration and extension activities
· Why demonstration approaches have been proposed
· What outcomes the knowledge sharing activities are intended to achieve
· How the effectiveness of the knowledge sharing will be measured
· Any risks or challenges to sharing project findings
Knowledge sharing must occur throughout the life of the project and continue for a period set out in the Funding Agreement after installation and commissioning to demonstrate how the technology performs under real-world farming and seasonal conditions.
The aim is to help farmers and industry better understand
· Practical implementation considerations such as new installation requirements, costs, return on investment, operational impacts and other benefits of the technology
· Energy, emissions and productivity outcomes
· Seasonal performance and operational considerations
· Reliability, maintenance and workforce requirements
· Infrastructure, operational and farm management considerations
· Lessons learned, including challenges and opportunities
· How the technology may be adopted more broadly across Victorian agriculture
Knowledge sharing activities
Applicants should propose knowledge sharing activities that are appropriate for the sector, technology and target audience. Activity examples:
· On-site field days or farm walks
· Demonstration events
· Farmer presentations, peer-to-peer learning sessions or community of practice
· Industry workshops
· Industry media
· Webinars
· Fact sheets, videos, podcasts and adoption guides
· Case studies 
· Industry conference presentations, panels and stalls
· Articles in industry publications and newsletters
· Activities targeting First Peoples and other underrepresented groups
Where safety, biosecurity, animal welfare, privacy, security or other operational risks are identified, knowledge sharing activities do not need to include on-site visits or public access to project sites. In these circumstances, alternative methods such as virtual tours, videos, presentations, webinars, case studies or other suitable formats may be used to share project learnings.
Expected outcomes
Knowledge sharing activities should help to:
· Increase awareness and adoption of on-farm energy technologies
· Share practical evidence on costs, benefits and implementation
· Reduce barriers and uncertainty to technology adoption
· Support peer-to-peer learning and knowledge sharing
· Build industry capability to support the energy transition 
· Generate insights to inform future government programs and investment
· Support participation and benefits for First Peoples
Knowledge sharing requirement
Project leads and participating partner organisations are expected to collect and share project performance data, lessons learned and adoption insights throughout the project and participate in agreed knowledge sharing and extension activities during implementation and for a period following project installation and commissioning, as specified in the Funding Agreement.
Information generated through project monitoring, evaluation and knowledge sharing activities, including project outcomes, performance data and lessons learned, may be used by DEECA in program evaluations, reports case studies and promotional materials to support the sharing of project learnings with broader industry audiences. Arrangements relating to confidentiality, commercial sensitivity, intellectual property and the use of project information will be agreed with successful applicants through the Funding Agreement.
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Knowledge Sharing Plan:
Applicant Action: Complete the table below and identify how project learnings will be shared with identified audiences. 
Applicants are encouraged to propose activities that are appropriate for the sector, technology and target audience. Industry-led approaches that leverage existing networks, events and communication channels are encouraged.
Applicants should explain why their proposed engagement approach is appropriate for the intended audience and identify how the effectiveness of knowledge sharing activities will be measured. Applicants should identify the data, evidence and lessons learned that will be collected and shared through the project. Where relevant this should include information on; project costs, operating costs, energy use, energy costs, productivity outcomes, emissions outcomes, maintenance requirements, risks, challenges, realised benefits and return on investment to help farmers and industry make informed future investment decisions. 
Applicants must identify any confidentiality, commercial sensitivity or intellectual property considerations relating to project information and knowledge sharing activities.
The Knowledge Sharing Plan will form part of the Funding Agreement, with final knowledge sharing activates agreed with successful applicants during Funding Agreement negotiations 
DEECA may work with funded recipients to amplify, promote and share project learnings with broader industry audiences.

	Knowledge Sharing activity 
	Who is the target audience
	What are the existing networks, forums and channels you will use
	How knowledge will be shared 
	Why the approach has been used to target the audience 
	What evidence, lessons or insights will be collected and shared
	Expected number of participants / reach
	Engagement success measures
	Delivery timing
	Who will be responsible for delivering demonstration and extension activities?
	Any risks or challenges to sharing project findings

	EXAMPLE:

	On-farm field day demonstrating a solar powered irrigation system integrating electric pumps, variable-speed drivers and smart irrigation controls


	Irrigated crop and horticulture farmers in Loddon Mallee
	Local farming systems groups (please name), irrigation networks, industry newsletters and social media
	Live demonstration, data and evidence illustrating a comparison of pre and post project performance, presentation of results, Q&A session and fact sheet 

	Allows farmers to see the technology operating in real farm conditions, which they prefer, and discuss costs, benefits and lessons learned directly with project participants. Peer to peer learning is a proven method to improve uptake of new tech (link information to support claim)
	Capital and operating  costs, energy savings, system performance, productivity impacts, maintenance requirements, implementation challenges and realised benefits, lessons for other farming businesses considering similar system

	40-60 participants in-person
(broader reach will be delivered through reordered and published online content)

	Attendance numbers, participant feedback and questions, resource taken (and where online, number of  downloads), knowledge of farmers intending to adopt similar tech

	One year following commissioning and one irrigation season of operation

	Project Lead, technology supplier and local farming systems group

	Weather, biosecurity requirements, competing events or commercially sensitive information limiting data sharing.
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